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The name Easter comes to us from the Saxon Eostre
(synonymous with the phoenician Astarte), goddess

of the moon:

of glory around her head. The ancient Germans worshipped the virgin Hertha with child in arms. The Scandinavians
called her Disa who was also pictured with a child. The Etruscans called her Nutria, and among the Druids the Virgo-
Patitura was worshipped as the[*Mother of God.”] In India, she was known as Indrani, who was also represented with
child in arms. The mother goddess was known as Aphodite or Ceres to the Greeks: Nana, to the Sumerians; and as
Venus or Fortuna to her devotees in the olden days of Rome, and her child as Jupiter. In Asia, the mother was known
as Cybele and the child as Deoius. “But regardless of her name or place,” says one writer, “she was the wife of Baal,
the virgin queen of heaven, who bore fruit although she never conceived.” The accompanying illustration below shows
the mother and child as Devaki and Crishna. For ages, Is, the “Great Goddess” and her child Iswara, have been
worshipped in India where temples were erected for their worship.

When the children of Israel fell into apostasy, they too were defiled with this mother goddess worship. As we read in
Judges 2:13: “They forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.” Ashtaroth or Ashtoreth was the name by which
the goddess was known to the children of Israel. It is pitiful to think that those who had known the true God would
depart from him and worship the heathen mother. Yet this is exactly what they did repeatedly (Judges 10:6; 1 Sam.
7:3,4:12:10: 1 Kings 11:5; 2 Kings 23:13). One of the titles by which the goddess was known among them was “the
|queen of heaven’|(Jer. 44:17-19). The prophet Jeremiah rebuked them for worshipping her, but they rebelled against
his warning. In Ephesus, the great mother was known as Diana. The temple dedicated to her in that city was one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world! Not only at Ephesus, but throughout all Asia and the world was the goddess
worshipped (Acts 19:27).

In Egypt. the mother was known as Isis and her child as Horns. It Is very common for the religious monuments of
Egypt to show the infant Horus seated on the lap of his mother.



